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The Situation in Cgechoslov&kiei 
(As of lljOd;,;^! SOT) 

Neither Pra^xsie nor i<o*.cow £;how3 any give as 
I the time for the oonZrontatio:; ^etweer; the Czechoslova); 
party presidium and the i>ovi^^ :>oli%:^uro draws near. 
Thia xnornin? an i:r,^vortcnt Prf^'^ii Radio news coirjnfeintator 
* . said in a broadcaac that the u^atir;^ will be held "not in 
a matter of weekj or dayc, but practically of hours*" 
' This would tend to substantiate nunu^^rous una;::£icial re«* 
ports t^hat t£;e xnee^n^ will be ^eld on Monday* 

2. Y^iiisJterday ^ Mewsweek correspondent way .\uve 
atuxnbled CA the itieetisig ei%e« v:fhile in the vill^i^& o;: 
Ciema in esctretViO southeast $:;ovakiai just acrc;;,js th^ 
■ border from th^? Soviet rail tr-nsloeiding town o? Cr.c 
notcsc. 'chc ...-.3 ^;'. ..*--:L;>n ox \:v-10i/.\one lines and ^ thci' :o 
ittUttic%;:cior*i e:, ..^>;.». ..^v Ke -'urt:aer c^bcerved. ^ ' 
of Cz^oti^ civ*L..c.:*- cIot;^. i«.-*obv:.ously of xxc*.^ .£ — 



dleeirbark from a train* 'Czeohoslovak military guards 
vere patrolling the town. When his presence was discov 
ered he was askod to leave, CojwnunicationB to Clerna 
from Prague, already are good via the Czechoslovak rail-- 
road ooinmunioations lined. There are airfields within 
fifty miles boikh on the Soviet and Czechoslovak sides 
of the border. Traffic in the area is easily controlled 
and it is lightly populated. 

3* A massive outpouring of citizen support em- 
boldened party leaden Dubcek to tell the nation over 
radio and television, yesterde^y that the leadership would 
stand firm during its meeting with the Soviets. A nuirber 
of other leaders have directly addressed reports of dis- 
unity in the Czechoslovak presidium, denying that such a 
problem exists* Nevertheless, the rumors persist. In * 
Vhat may have been , an attempt to provoke the Soviets, 
ousted General Prchlik's earlier contentious statements 
about- the Warsaw Pact were re«-tran3mitted~along with a 
caveat that Prchlik's statement was unauthorized—by the 
Czechoslovak News Agency last night. The item was later 
killed. 

4% Today's Pravda article set the tone for a 
spate of Soviet; warnings on ti^.e Czechoslovak situation 



which are being featured prominently in both domestic 
and international radio progranualncf. Pravda # seemingly 
urging a coup,, called on the "'working claas and all 
working people of Czeohoelovokia with Cortaaunists at their 
head to bar the Way to counterrevolution," The Soviet 
party paper also reminded tlie Czechs that "our party and 
.our people attach much importance** to tlie meeting of the 
two leaderships, and hinted tliat Moscow was prepared to 
intervene if Czechoslovak "Communists" failed to act. The 
propaganda harrage is undoubtedly intended to influence 
those members of the CzechOGlovak presidium who may bo 
waveiring, Noscow probably entertains hopes of being able . 
to s.wing the presidium against Dubcek and the liberals at 
the meeting. ' 



9. At 11:30 AM EOT- a Weste^rn pross service reported 
fron Prague that the entire Czechoslovak presidium had 
boarded a plane and Ie£t the olty. 
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At 11:30 AM EDT a Western press service reported from Prague that the 
entire Czechoslovak presidium had bearded a plane and left the city. 
Their destination is not known but there are unconfirmed reports that 
the site of the Soviet-Czech meetiue inay be the village of Cierna in the 
extreme southeast of Slovakia, 

A massive outpotiring of citizen support emboldened party leader Dubcek 
to tell the nation over radio and television yesterday that the leadership 
would stand firm during its u,eetina v/ith the Soviets • 

Today's Brayda article set thu tone for a spate of Soviet warnings on the 
Czechoslovak situation which «a:e being featured prcr:.inently in both domestic 
and international radio prograrrjniing- Pravda, called on the "working class 
and all working people of Cze ohoslovakia with ComriuniSts at their head 
to bar the way to counterrevolution." !Kie Soviet party paper also hinted 
that Moscow might be prepared to im;ervene if Czechoslovak "Communists'' 
failed to act. The propaganda barrage i£ undoubtedly intended to influence 
those members of the Czechoslovak presidium who (my be wavering, 



